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EMINENT SIRS AND SIR KNIGHTS: 


It's Eastertime!} EASTER — what a glorious climax to the 
most drama-filled week in all history, - a week filled with the same 
symptoms and motives that plague us and drive us and move us today. 


Consider Palm Sunday with the triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
and the plaudits of the crowd, turned to the cries of "Crucify Him" 
before the week is ended. Picture the anguished prayers and supplica- 
tions of our Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane while his disciples 
sleep nearby. Think of that Last Supper in the upper room with a 
dozen or so disciples, the basis of a rite now observed by countless 
millions around the world in remembrance of Him. Learn from the les- 
son taught by the Master when he washed the feet of his disciples to 
demonstrate his humility. Compare Judas! betrayal of his Lord for the 
love of thirty pieces of silver, with today's betrayal of the best for 
the gain of material things. Ponder on the thought of the futility of 
resorting to the sword to resist wrong. Observe Pilate sacrificing 
principle for political profit; Simon, the unlmown passerby, since im- 
mortalized because he carried our Saviour's cross; Peter's denial 
that he ever mew his Master;and Calvary with its redemption for a 
repentant thief, and Jesus making the supreme sacrifice and saying: 
"Forgive them for they know not what they do." Glory in the implica- 
tions of that early morning of the first day of the week when the 
women devotedly approached the sepulchre, found the stone rolled back 
and the tomb empty, and Jesus meeting them and saying: "Be not afraid," 


Each of these thoughts could command sermons. Space does not 
permit. Christ's whole life gave us an example for living ~ His death 
gave us HOPE and without Him there would be no path for our footsteps, 
Calvary is not the end. 


While we, as Templars, then, observe Easter in our several 
houses of worship, let us be mindful that Faster is not alone an event 
of nineteen hundred years ago; it is not even something we anticipate 
in some dim distant future. Easter is here and now. It's present tense 
"He is risen." "I lmow that my Redeemer liveth, and because He lives, 

I too shall live." Bg iigiats 


Courteously, ~ 


HARRIE M, TAFT 
Grand Commander 
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The City of Northampton, Massachusetts is 
having @ parade in celebration of its 300th 
anniversary. Northampton Commandery #30 
is pleased to extend to you and all the 
Grand Officers an invitation to mrticipate 
in this event. 
We feel that this is an excellent opportun- 
ity for all Masonic bodies to let the gen- 
eral public kmow that we are an active or- 
ganization. We have the promise of the 
Shrine Band and Patrol to participate in 
this parade. My committee has extended in- 
vitations to a1l the Commnderies in West- 
ern Massachusetts to join us in this events 
We have extended invitations to Washington 
Commandery #1 of Hartford Conni, Keere,NiHs 
and Windsor,Vt. to join use I have been 
assured by the parade committee of an ex- 
cellent position in the parade. Iam hop= 
ing we will have a good turnout for this 
affair. I understand that the President of 
the United States has been invited to at- 
tend. 
The date is Sunday-dune 20th. The parade 
starts at 1500 P.M. As soon as we hear 
from the commanderies as to the number who 
will attend, I will inform you. We have 
tentative plans to have a church service 
before the parade and to serve a lunch to 
all visiting Sir Knights. 

William L. Osterhoyg, Commander 

Northampton Commandery #30 
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The following is an example of the letters 
we receive from grateful students helped 
by our Educational Foundation, This one 
came from Eugene M, D'Andrea of Greenwood: 

“Iam writing this letter to express my 
gratitude for the recent loan that the 
Foundation granted me to aid me in my 
graduate work at MeIeT. 

Oftentimes in an educational Process gty- 
donts, Who my not have as much finarcial 
backing as the present educational trends 
demand run into difficulties. It is 
pleasing to know, however, and in my own 
ease to have foun} through personal ex- 
perience, that there are organizations 
that counteract these difficulties. I 
feel that by expressing my appreciation 
in writing, the directors of the Foundae 
tion will obtain one more impression of 
the favorable comment concerning the loan 
fund program, 

Tt is my hope that I shal] be able to ree 
Pay my loan in less time than my schedule 
calls for,and to some day be able to help 
some other needy students. Again thanking 
you, I reminessoott 


| THE GRAND LODGE of the Most Anoient and 
Honorable Society of Free and Accepted 
Masons for the State of Rhode Islani cor- 
dially invites the Officers, Guard and Sj. 
nights of Rhode Island Comminderies to 
participate in a parade on Friday, May 
Tth (in case of rain,May 14th), commemo- 
rating a Public Outdoor Installation of 
the newly elected officers of Doric Chap- 
ter, Order of DeMolay,in the Cranston 
Stadium, 
Formation will be in the rear of the City 
Hall, Cranston at no later than 7:00 P.M. 
parade beginning at 7315 P.M, 

| Once &gain let us turn out and give the 

youngsters the support they deserve. Let's 

go¢ Let the cry bes "ON TO CRANSTON," 

wee e 

The following Comminderies have not or- 

dered Due Cards; Washington #4,DeMolay #7, 

Old Colony #15, Athol #37, Bethlehem 443 

and Temple #48. 


DATES TO REMEMBER 


Annual Easter Sunrise Service, Arlington 
Virginia National Cemetery - April 18th, 
1954, at 7:00 AcMe 


Annual Templar Night at Pops + Tuesday, 
June 8th, 1954. Tickets are going very 
fast. Contact Harold Burr or William Mam 
for ticket and table reservations, 


46th Triennial Conclave of the Grand En- 
campment of Knights Templar of the United 
States of Amerioa will be held in New York 
City - August 20th to 26th, 1955, inclu- 
Sive > 


HISTORIC GRAVESTONE 


in the famous burial grounds at Plymouth, 
Mass. is what is claimed to be the oldest 
Masonic tombstone in America, It is the 
monument marking the grave of Nath Jack= 
| Son who died July 14, 1743. On the stone 
are carved a skeleton, an hourglass, a 

| rose tree, & tomb and a skull leaning 

' against a Sprig of acacia, 

| 

| 


_ PAUL REVERE JEWELS 


The jewels of King Solomon's Lodge of 
Somerville, Massachusetts, worn by its 
present officers, are over 150 years old; 
they were made by Lieutenant Colonel Paul 
Revere, the "Messenger of the Revolution Ay 
in his own goldsmith shope 
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EARLY HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT ORDER OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 
(Continued from the March issue) 


Early in the spring of 1096, it was be- | their Order, and to induce his Holiness to 
coming quite impossible to restrain the im {send succor and subsidies against the ene- 
patience of the people. All eyes turned to-|mies of the faith." Hugh de Payens himself 
ward Jerusalem. From the Tiber to the | proceeded to Rome, accompanied by de St. 
Northern Ocean, from the Danube to Portugal,| Aldemr and four other fraters of the 
all were hurrying to the Crusade. "The Welsh+Order. The petitioners were received with 
man left his hunting; the Scotch atandoned | great honor and distinction by Pope Honoriu: 
his field sports; the Dane his drinking : An ecclesiastical council assembled in 
party; the Norwegian his raw fish." To everviTroyes, France, with Hugh de Fayens and his 
class of the commnity the Crusade becama -: brethren invited to attend. The rules to 


the great business of lifes ;wWhich the Knights Templar had subjected 

Once the Holy City had been returned to ‘themselves were then read out, Bernard un- 
Christian domination, pilgrims from all ‘dertaking the task of revising and correct- 
parts of Europe and Great Britain began to jing them, and of forming a Code of Statuve> 
flock in increasing numbers to the scenes deemed proper for the governance of the 
and shrines made sacred by the founder. of great religious and military fraternity of 
their religione In their journey to and ‘the Templee 


fro, they encountered oppression,insult andi After the confirmtion by a Papal bull 
a&buse at the hands of the Saracens. It was ‘of the Rules and Statutes of the Order, 
to protect them from their enemies that a Hugh de Fayens toured France and crossed 
coterie of matchless knights, headed by Hugh; the Channel into England where he was warm- 
de Fayens and Godfrey de St. Aldemar,formed ily welcomed. Before quitting England, he 
& military organization that was to endure | placed a Knight Templar at the head of the 
through the centuries. This was in 1118. ;Order in that country, who was called the 
Hugh de Payens and his associates bound ‘Prior of the Temple. He was the procura~ 
themselves to the Patriarch of Jerusalem, ,tor and vice-regent of the Master, whose 
vowing "to guard the approaches to the Holy jduty it was to mnage the estates granted 
City, so that pilgrims to the sacred places lto the fraternity, end to transmit the rev- 
might have easy access; to live as regular jienues to Jerusalem. He was also given the 
canons of the Church, under the Benedictine | power of admitting new members into the 
rule, 4nd to fight for the King of Heaven Order, subject to the control and direction 
and the Bride of Christ in chastity, obed- ‘of the Master, and to provide mans of 
jience and self-denial oe." | transport for such newly-elected brethren 
In return for their invaluable service, jto the Far East. As the houses of the 
Baldwin II, King of Jerusalem, gave them for! Temple increased in number in England,sub- 
their quarters a structure on Mount Moriah ‘priors came to be appointed, and the super-~ 


known as "Solomon's Temple," a Byzantine iior of the Order was then called Grand 
church which had been transformed into the !Prior, ani afterwards Master of the Temple. 
Mosque of Omar. It was from this building ; Great enthusiasm now was being manifested 


be pe elite took the rame of Templars, Geccneeare Christendom a the works and in» 

or Knights of the Temple. Hugh de Fayens, i‘tentions of the Knights Templar. It was a 
of immortal renown, became the first of an jsituation unique in world history. Prinoes 
ae line fee gts is Cn Heese an eee and their subjects, 

oreseeing great advantages ‘vied wi each o rin heaping gifts and 

would accrue to the Latin Kingdom by the in=!benefits upon them. Persons on their death- 
Srease of the power and numbers of these holybeds took the vows, that they might be 
warriors, King Baldwin dispatched two Knights/buried in the habit of the Order. Surren- 

Templar to Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, with jdering the government of their kingdoms, 

; Pe rele ea ea ae ae ae Geet fe ee enrolled themselves a- 
emplars, whom the Lor | deigne o raise 'mongst the Holy Freternit bequeathin 

up, and whom he had preserved in a wonderfulleven their dominions to the Mester ana the 

manner for the defense of Palestine, desired jbrethren of the Temple. 

to obtain from the Holy See the confirmationi : 

of their institution, and a rule for their (This history will be continued in the 
particular guidance. Baldwin beseeched him | May issue of THE TEMPLAR. ) 

to "Procure from the Pope the approbation of 
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MONTHLY CBJECTIVES 


NECESSARY TO ORPAIN ~ ee 
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i us ater th e slogan; 


As a popular beverage is 
adver’ ised on the r; dio: 


= 


let us make the IF 
"GOOD TO THF A 


Frank H. Wilson, Chai 
New Membership and 
Publicity 


